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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %

1a 62324 6.3 1.3 10 63.1 92.8

1b 31651 11.5 3.1 20 57.7 47.1

1c 30520 12.3 2.9 20 61.6 45.4

2a 126 6.7 1.4 10 66.9 0.2

2b 47 11.8 3.9 20 59.1 0.1

2c 75 12.7 3.2 20 63.4 0.1

3a 4564 6.7 1.4 10 67.1 6.8

3b 2237 13.7 2.8 20 68.5 3.3

3c 2329 13.3 2.9 20 66.5 3.5

4a 37 6 1.3 10 60.3 0.1

4b 8 12.1 2.9 20 60.6 0

4c 30 12.8 2.5 20 63.8 0

5a 61 6.3 1.3 10 63.4 0.1

5b 32 11.5 3.1 20 57.5 0.1

5c 28 12.6 1.5 20 62.9 0

6 66735 11.2 3.1 20 56.2 99.3

63.1 
57.7 

61.6 
66.9 

59.1 
63.4 

67.1 
68.5 

66.5 
60.3 
60.6 

63.8 
63.4 

57.5 
62.9 

56.2 

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

1a
1b
1c
2a
2b
2c
3a
3b
3c
4a
4b
4c
5a
5b
5c
6

Facility Factor % 

Q
u

e
st

io
n

 

GCSE English Literature Unit 1 Higher 

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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c) 


Real Friendship is 
impossible 


George and Lennie Loneliness of other 
characters 


'everyone in the whole 
damn world is scared of 
each other' 


strong friendship  
ultimately destroyed 


'Real friendship is impossible in the grim world John Steinbeck creates in Of Mice 
and Men' To what extent do I agree with this statement.  In of Mice and Men, 
Steinbeck creates a harsh world of loneliness and isolation.  He wants to reflect the 
true life of the men he saw around him during the Great Depression of the 1930s. 


At first, George and Lennie provide a contrast to this statement.  They have a strong 
relationship which shows their true friendship.  George is Lennie's parental figure, he 
is always caring for Lennie.  They have each other 'to give a hoot in hell about us.' 


Both George and Lennie gain from this friendship George gains power of Lennie yet 
also realizes he has a responsibility too, after what happened at the 'Sacramento 
River'.  Lennie gains a friend who guides him in a world he doesn't understand and a 
father figure who watches out for him.  


However, even their strong relationship dies in the harsh world of the ranch.  George 
sacrifices the friendship in itself, yet then condemns himself to the lonely existence of 
the other men 'I'll work my month an' I'll take my fifty bucks an' sit all night in a cat 
house'.  Ironically this was what he told Lennie he could do if he didn't have to look 
after him 'If I didn't have you, I could live so easy'.  Their friendship is ultimately 
destroyed by the harsh world.  This is because Steinbeck wanted to reflect the harsh 
reality he saw around him in 1930s America where friendships were destroyed by 
uncaring circumstances. 


As well as George and Lennie, John Steinbeck shows that the other characters are 
unable to form friendships and are isolated.  Crooks is unable to form any friendships 
because he is isolated from everyone by his colour.  He lives in the 'barn' because he 







'ain't allowed in the bunk house'.  This portrayal of the racism which was present in 
society means that he cannot form any friendship with the other men on the ranch.  
'A guy gets lonely and he gets sick' shows us that a lack of friendships in the harsh 
world of the ranch mean that all the men are suspicious of each other and can have 
no trust, as we see with George and the 'greybacks'.  People are 'crazy with 
loneliness' yet the mood of fear means they have no-one to trust. 


Another example is Curly's wife.  She cannot form any friendships with any of the 
men on the ranch because they see her as 'trouble'.  She is able to see that all the 
men are unable to trust one another 'why when I catch one man on his own…. on 
each other'.  She is unable to break free of the narrow view the men have over her 
which means she is unable to connect with anybody other than Lennie which 
ultimately leads to her death.   


'Everyone in the whole damn world is scared of each other' highlights the harsh, 
untrusting world of the ranch that Steinbeck creates.  He uses this atmosphere of 
fear to show how uncaring and grim America was during the Great Depression. 


To conclude, Steinbeck creates a untrusting fearful atmosphere on the ranch in of 
Mice and Men to highlight how even the strongest friendships are inevitable crushed 
by the uncaring society of 1930s America. 
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6) In the first poem, ‘In Cardigan Market’, the title does not reveal a huge amount about the poem itself 
we understand how it might be about a town market, and later on realise it is about fish. 


The second poem,’Car Showroom’, again is not very clear, all we understand is it is about cars, later on 
in the poem it describes men that work in the showroom. 


The poem ‘In Cardigan Market’ describes a women in a fish market who is not described in a pleasant 
way. “She is rough” which demonstrated her personality.  And we also learn how she sells a variety of 
different fish. 


The poem ‘Car Showroom’ is about a person who has come to buy a car and describes the seller of the 
car poorly, “he was so bad at his job”, this direct approach is rather sinister as the buyer is complaining 
about the seller. 


The mood and atmosphere of the poem ‘In Cardigan Market’ is quite insulting as the author describes 
the market lady as a women with no inscentive and who smells of fish.  When describing the fish as 
“vulgar herring” and “vicious eel” it creates a sinister, quietly evil mood, as even the fish are not liked. 


The mood and atmosphere of the poem ‘Car Showroom’ feels quite jealous, as the man describing the 
car salesman is again quite insulting, “day after day”, this insinuates that the car salesman just does a 
poor job every single day, which the buyer has picked up on. 


Both poems have an insulting slightly violating tone, and both poems describe other people.  They are 
both selling things, whereas in the first poem the lady is described as untidy, in the second poem the 
gentleman is wearing a tie. 


The poem, ‘In Cardigan Market’ only has one stanzas this might show there is only one lady that sells 
fish or potentially show how there’s only one market in Cardigan. 


There are 13 lines in the first poem, which is just short of 14 which could represent how the market 
opens every 13 days.  The rhyming pattern of the poem is not regular as the second and third line 
rhyme, as do the sixth and seventh, along with the ninth and tenth, and the final two lines of the poem, 
the irregular rhyme scheme might demonstrate how the ladies fish is hit and miss, sometimes it can be 
good and other times the fish is revolting. 


In the first line of the first poem there is an example of caesura and enjambment, “they call her. She is 
rough Rawboned”, this might demonstrate how she endlessly brings fish to the market, but how 
inconsistent it is, as the lines flow into one another so do the fish into the market. 


In the second poem, ‘Car Showroom’, there is again just one stanza, which might demonstrate how one 
person sells the cars, or how they only sell one car per 25 days.  There are 25 lines in the poem which as 
mentioned before could represent how many days it takes to sell a car.  It could also represent the age 
of the man who works in the car showroom.  Both poems have just one stanza and an odd number of 
lines in the poem which could demonstrate inconsistency.  However, in the second poem, there is no 
rhyme scheme whereas in the first poem there is an irregular rhyme scheme.  


Whereas in poem one, there are 10 syllables to each line, apart from the final line which has 11 syllables 
in the line, a regular pattern which might counteract the rhyme scheme and demonstrate the 







consistency of her produce.  Poem 2 does not have a regular pattern of syllables, which backs up the 
inconsistency.   


Language features in poem one are quite meaningful, “fifteen stone of grin and grumble”, this metaphor 
describes the ladies appearance (weight) at the same time as her personality, it shows that she is quite 
heavy and can be happy or grumpy. 


Another metaphor used to describe her is in the 3rd line, “her voice cuts the market din”, this shows how 
she has a possibly screeching voice, but how it keeps the market vibrant when the tone is full of 
monotonous moaning. 


The simile describes her very well, “like a saw on a nail”, this shows how sometimes her voice might be 
unbearable.” 


Personification to the fish adds some mood to the poem, “with ancient eyes”, this shows how even 
when the fish is dead, it’s eyes are still holding graceful time. 


Throughout the poem the language features are not complimentive. 


In poem two the seller also gives a description “with his placid automobiles”, he is likened to the care as 
boring, monotonous and just the same which shows a boring personality, whereas in poem one, she is 
described as a vibrant, loud, smelly, very annoying lady, in poem two the man is boring and does not 
have a recognizable personality. 


The metaphor, “pacing the tiles” demonstrates his boredom and continuously awaits a customer. 


The personification, “retailing the air with such piety” illustrates his boredom and best efforts to 
maintain his customer shows the continuous supply of air is maintained. 


The pathetic fallacy, “it was gray and as honestly wet as ever” shows how anything is more interesting 
than the salesman. 


I believe both poems are similar in the way that they’re both selling something to make a living.  I think 
the poem, “In Cardigan Market” is more interesting than “Car Salesman” as it is slightly more humorous 
and provides a conscise look on fish selling. 


The tone of poem two is quite monotonous and not very enthralling to read. 


The first poem had more of an effect on me as I felt it was more easily relatable and valid whereas the 
second poem was quite repetitive and not incredibly interesting to read. 
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beechl

Sticky Note

Sometimes titles are a good starting point for a response.  Do these comments really add much here?



beechl

Sticky Note

Some understanding emerging.



beechl

Sticky Note

Some grasp of the ‘who’s who’ in the second poem, some direct reference and comment although ‘sinister’ strikes a jarring note.  



beechl

Sticky Note

Which parts of this paragraph are accurate and which seem less convincing?



beechl

Sticky Note

An attempt to begin comparing poems. Is this the best approach to comparison here?



beechl

Sticky Note

The response loses focus on meaning and ideas.  How accurate or convincing are the comments in these 2 paragraphs?



beechl

Sticky Note

This is what examiners mean by ‘feature-spotting’: identifying poetic features and devices without probing the effects created or ideas discussed.
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beechl

Sticky Note

The candidate is trying to find meaning in the form and structure of the poem. However, these comments are sometimes vague, sometimes inaccurate and the meanings found are guesses rather than inferences.  Is there a better approach for this poem to discussing structure and form? 



beechl

Sticky Note

A little more focus here – some comments about the devices are given.



beechl

Sticky Note

These two sentences are not clear at all and rely too much on ‘feature spotting’.  Rewrite the commentary on the metaphors, similes and personification in this poem, aiming for more discussion of the effects created and what the images tell you about the woman described.



beechl

Sticky Note

There are some reasonable points of comparison in this paragraph.  There is some repetition, though, and the reference given doesn’t support the points made.  



beechl

Sticky Note

More spotting of poetic devices and although the comments are under-developed they are valid.  The balance between ‘feature-spotting’ and comment is unhelpful.  Look again at these three short paragraphs and develop the discussion of the ideas and meanings you think the poet wants you to think about. 



beechl

Sticky Note

Again, a hint of better understanding in the comment on humour but nothing to back it up.



beechl

Sticky Note

A simple statement of preference is not the same as comparison.Examiner comment:  The response shows some understanding of the main ideas in each poem – the off-putting description of the woman in the first and the monotony of the man’s job in the second.  Limited probing of the subtext and some unconvincing comments on structure and form.  Compares some points but lacks clear discussion of ideas/meaning. 9 marks












c) 


Real Friendship is 
impossible 


George and Lennie Loneliness of other 
characters 


'everyone in the whole 
damn world is scared of 
each other' 


strong friendship  
ultimately destroyed 


'Real friendship is impossible in the grim world John Steinbeck creates in Of Mice 
and Men' To what extent do I agree with this statement.  In of Mice and Men, 
Steinbeck creates a harsh world of loneliness and isolation.  He wants to reflect the 
true life of the men he saw around him during the Great Depression of the 1930s. 


At first, George and Lennie provide a contrast to this statement.  They have a strong 
relationship which shows their true friendship.  George is Lennie's parental figure, he 
is always caring for Lennie.  They have each other 'to give a hoot in hell about us.' 


Both George and Lennie gain from this friendship George gains power of Lennie yet 
also realizes he has a responsibility too, after what happened at the 'Sacramento 
River'.  Lennie gains a friend who guides him in a world he doesn't understand and a 
father figure who watches out for him.  


However, even their strong relationship dies in the harsh world of the ranch.  George 
sacrifices the friendship in itself, yet then condemns himself to the lonely existence of 
the other men 'I'll work my month an' I'll take my fifty bucks an' sit all night in a cat 
house'.  Ironically this was what he told Lennie he could do if he didn't have to look 
after him 'If I didn't have you, I could live so easy'.  Their friendship is ultimately 
destroyed by the harsh world.  This is because Steinbeck wanted to reflect the harsh 
reality he saw around him in 1930s America where friendships were destroyed by 
uncaring circumstances. 


As well as George and Lennie, John Steinbeck shows that the other characters are 
unable to form friendships and are isolated.  Crooks is unable to form any friendships 
because he is isolated from everyone by his colour.  He lives in the 'barn' because he 



Sticky Note

Addresses the question from the outset, some reference to context.  Pitched the response to show some intended evaluation - doesn't just agree or disagree.  Work out what your own attitude to the question is and see if you can add a sentence to reflect about friendship in the novel which reflects your view.



Highlight



Sticky Note

Builds the argument by providing evidence that friendship is not impossible. Nicely embedded quotation.



Sticky Note

Fairly brief but apt description of the nature of the friendship between George and Lennie.  Is there anything you could add to this description?



Highlight



Highlight



Sticky Note

The candidate argues that friendships are difficult to sustain in the environment of the ranch. However, the quotations selected don't quite support this argument and the 'uncaring circumstances' are not really illustrated.  Rewrite this paragraph to strengthen the argument that context ultimately defeats friendship for George and Lennie.



Highlight







'ain't allowed in the bunk house'.  This portrayal of the racism which was present in 
society means that he cannot form any friendship with the other men on the ranch.  
'A guy gets lonely and he gets sick' shows us that a lack of friendships in the harsh 
world of the ranch mean that all the men are suspicious of each other and can have 
no trust, as we see with George and the 'greybacks'.  People are 'crazy with 
loneliness' yet the mood of fear means they have no-one to trust. 


Another example is Curly's wife.  She cannot form any friendships with any of the 
men on the ranch because they see her as 'trouble'.  She is able to see that all the 
men are unable to trust one another 'why when I catch one man on his own…. on 
each other'.  She is unable to break free of the narrow view the men have over her 
which means she is unable to connect with anybody other than Lennie which 
ultimately leads to her death.   


'Everyone in the whole damn world is scared of each other' highlights the harsh, 
untrusting world of the ranch that Steinbeck creates.  He uses this atmosphere of 
fear to show how uncaring and grim America was during the Great Depression. 


To conclude, Steinbeck creates a untrusting fearful atmosphere on the ranch in of 
Mice and Men to highlight how even the strongest friendships are inevitable crushed 
by the uncaring society of 1930s America. 



Highlight



Sticky Note

One of these references is accurate and one isn't.  Which is which?  Be careful with the detail in your exam essays.



Sticky Note

Again, well-argued and concisely written.  Why is Crooks a good selection of character for the essay?



Highlight



Sticky Note

A very well-chosen reference but it's always better to write the complete quotation.  



Sticky Note

The response is closely argued, well-focused and thoughtful.  The selection of characters is appropriate and there is some appreciation of how context affects characters' lives.  



Sticky Note

This response is nearly in the top segment of the mark range on the mark scheme.  Look carefully at how the mark scheme describes these very high-scoring responses.  How could this essay be improved to reach the highest marks?  Think about:contextual understandingsupporting references to the textthe writer's use of language and structureMark: 20
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Q.3    To Kill a Mockingbird 
 


 (a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 


Look closely at how Atticus and Jem speak and behave here.  What does it reveal 
about their relationship?       [10] 


 


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 
 


0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 
 


1 mark  Brief responses, and simple comments on what Atticus and Jem say 
and do in the extract. 
 


2-4 marks  Answers will be dependent on paraphrase to a certain extent.  Some 
awareness of Atticus’ ideas about Mrs Dubose may be reflected simply. 
 


5-7 marks  Candidates will select and highlight detail in order to support their  
judgements.  Candidates may note the patient way Atticus explains to 
Jem how Mrs Dubose behaved and Jem’s reaction to what he hears.  
For 6-7, discussion of the extract will be thorough, with some 
thoughtful commentary on Atticus’ attitude to Mrs Dubose and the 
important lesson he wants to teach Jem, his son’s angry response and 
how he is presented as more reflective at the end of the extract.  
 


8-10 marks  Answers will be assured, analytical, and show real appreciation of 
Harper Lee’s technique in portraying Atticus as a thoughtful, 
independent thinker attempting to teach his son a complex lesson 
about courage.  The way Jem’s response changes through and after 
the conversation will be perceptively addressed as an example of the 
respectful and thoughtful relationship between them.  


 


 (b) How is the character of Scout used to criticise the society she grows up in?  In your 
answer you should refer to events in To Kill a Mockingbird and its social, historical 
and cultural context.        [20] 
 


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 
 


0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 
 


1-4 marks  Responses will be brief and narrative.  There may be simple 
description of Scout as Atticus’ daughter or some general awareness of 
her character. 
 


5-9 marks  Answers may be narrative with some knowledge of main events and 
relationships which feature Scout, with perhaps some general opinions 
about contextual factors such as the racial prejudice highlighted by 
Tom Robinson’s trial. For 8-9, there will be some discussion of her 
relationships with others, such as Atticus or Calpurnia, shown in 
different parts of the novel.   
 


10-14 marks  Answers will still be dependent on narrative but with more apt selection 
of key areas, such as Scout’s tomboy behaviour as a child, her 
experience at school, her relationship with her father or Aunt 
Alexandra’s attempts to turn her into a lady. For 13-14, discussions will 
be more thorough and thoughtful, showing how Scout is used to 
highlight the racism of Maycomb and perhaps the possibility of change 
represented by her generation and the way women’s role in society 
changes over generations. 
 


15-20 marks  Answers will be evaluative and assured, showing a clear appreciation 
of how Harper Lee uses the character of Scout to provide a critique of 
1930s American society.  Detailed reference to the novel’s events will 
show an increasingly perceptive analysis of Scout’s development in the 
novel and how this is used by Harper Lee.  For 18-20, there will be 
some originality and analysis of the writer’s techniques and language 
and references will be wide-ranging and detailed. 
 


  Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives.  







 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


7 


 
(c) Why do you think Harper Lee gave her novel the title To Kill a  
 Mockingbird? In your answer you should refer to events in the novel  
 and its social, historical and cultural context.                        [20] 


 


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 
 


0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 
 


1-4 marks  Simple awareness of the idea of mockingbirds and how the term is 
used in the novel. 
 


5-9 marks  Answers will be dependent on simple, general narrative, perhaps 
with some examples of mockingbirds in the novel and what kind of 
attributes the term refers to.  Some aspects of chosen characters 
may be addressed in generally relevant terms.  
 


10-14 marks  Answers may still be narrative driven, but will show more selection 
of events and characters, such as Atticus’ reference to 
mockingbirds and how this term may be used to describe 
characters.  Some events which show the influence of social or 
racial prejudice may be given, such as the trial or the way Boo 
Radley is treated in Maycomb. For 13-14, answers will refer more 
thoroughly to the way the idea of the mockingbird is used to portray 
innocent characters who suffer in the face of the deep-seated 
prejudice of America in the 1930s. 
 


15-20 marks  Answers will be cogent and astute, with assured use of relevant 
detail.  There will be a confident understanding of the meaning of 
the mockingbird motif in the novel and how the writer uses it to 
explore courage and tolerance and the need for change in American 
society. Attitudes and relationships will be examined closely to show 
how Harper Lee uses the mockingbird motif to criticise society and 
the effect of contextual factors on innocent or vulnerable characters. 
 


  Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives.
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6. Both of the poems 'In Cardigan Market' and 'Car Showroom' explore different roles in


the world of work, describing two people during their jobs.  In 'In Cardigan Market' the


speaker describes a fish trader and a typical day in her life, whereas the speak in


'Car Showroom' talks about an 'automobile' salesman, and reflects on how the


subject of the poem reminds him of himself.


The title 'In Cardigan Market' sets the scene of the poem, at a market place, and the 


speaker invites the reader to join them in observing 'Auntie Jane Fish'.  Similarly the 


heading 'Car Showroom' also succinctly describes the setting, however we have no 


idea where exactly the showroom is, whereas the first title gives us the additional 


clue of 'In Cardigan', which sets a more welcoming tone to the reader. 


'In Cardigan Market' tells the story of a 'rawboned, fat, toothless, fifteen stone' 


woman, instantly setting a negative atmosphere by the use of repulsive adjectives 


with unpleasant connotations.  However, this also adds comedic value as the subject 


of the poem appears to be an amusing character that the reader can laugh at.  We 


are told that she 'stinks of fish', and this use of senses adds to the vivid, putrid 


description of her appearance, building her up to be a more three dimensional 


character.  The personification of her 'flesh' which 'drips female sweat', contributes to 


the disgusting image already in the reader's mind.  In comparison to this, the subject 


of 'Car Showroom' appears to be a lot more pleasant, as he is described using 


tripling as a 'well-groomed sallow young man', which sets a positive atmosphere, 


which is very refreshing compared to the first poem.  However, as the poem 


progresses, it becomes evident that this poem also portrays the theme of jobs and 


work as a rather tedious one as Holden refers to 'the façade of his smile', which 


connotes the idea of being false, as if the man is concealing his true feelings, which 


are far from the 'cheerful' attitude he exudes and the manner in which he conducts 


himself.  The tedious nature of his job is also emphasised by his constant actions and 



Sticky Note

Nice introduction:  summarises main content of each poem, understands the dual perspective in the second.



Sticky Note

Looks at the setting of each poem.  Shows an awareness of the poets and their intentions.



Sticky Note

Selects and comments concisely, with a clear understanding that the subtext  contradicts the surface meaning.



Sticky Note

Sees the humour in the portrayal of the woman - could perhaps locate how the humour is created?



Sticky Note

The use of sensual imagery is another insight into how the poet creates the larger-than-life character here.  



Sticky Note

Is it personification?



Sticky Note

Comparing from the start.



Sticky Note

Again, straight to the subtext and the beginnings of a comparison of how ideas are conveyed.







fidgeting 'pacing the tiles, patting his tie, knotting, un-knotting', which reflects the 


actions of someone who is impatient to escape and be released from their situation, 


also possibly implying that this is the last place on earth where he wants to be.  This 


is the last place on earth where he wants to be.  This is also reflected by how the 


speaker observes 'he was so bad at the job', which undermines the reader's 


expectations, contrasting to the opening mood of the poem, and the negative 


associations with the word 'failed' implements a sense of disappointment and the 


atmosphere shifts to a rather defeated one.  


Dark, violent imagery is used in 'In Cardigan Market' to add to the repulsive 


atmosphere, as 'vulgar', 'vicious', 'ancient' and 'black' are used to describe the fish 


that the lady sells, provoking the reader to want to avoid this lady, presenting her as 


almost a witch who is selling spoilt, or wicked goods.  The way the writer declares her 


to be 'richly alive among the silvery dead', implying the idea that she feeds off death 


and darkness, and that she has a greed for it, and it only makes her stronger and 


more powerful.  Conversely, the second poem uses rather subdued languages 


referring to 'piety', which implies innocence and a sense of good behavior, which is 


also suggested by the 'cowed, polite kid'.  The title of respect 'Ma'am' and 'Sir' are 


also used to set a more dignified, refined mood and atmosphere, with a greater 


sense of decorum and propriety than the first poem. 


Both poems include a time reference, in Morris's poem the woman sells her fish 


'Daily', which suggests her everlasting presence, and also creates a foreboding mood 


and ominous atmosphere as it could suggest that she is always there, and cannot be 


escaped.  However, Holden's reference to time at the start of the poem 'Day after 


day', serves to further emphasise the monotony of the working day, and presents the 


man's job as very boring, and the lack of adventurous vocabulary also contributes to 


the dull atmosphere.  The writer also uses the stylistic technique of pathetic fallacy to 


reiterate the doom and gloom that accompanies the job of a salesman, as she refers 



Sticky Note

Identifies the mood concisely and with real insight.



Sticky Note

A real focus on 'how' emerging here.



Highlight



Sticky Note

Not entirely convincing but an interesting idea



Sticky Note

How convincing do you find this interpretation?  Is there clear evidence in the poem to support these ideas?



Sticky Note

Compares language choices and the effects created.



Highlight



Sticky Note

Is this idea borne out by the detail in the poem? How would you describe the mood of the poem towards the end?







to 'the rain' which was 'gray' and 'wet', and by referring to miserable weather, this 


also reflects the misery of the 'polite kid in his tie and badge'. 


In the first poem, there is also an element of fear as the woman's 'voice cuts', 


provoking the reader to shy away from this image, and her 'phosphorescent flesh' 


serves to repell them further, emphasised by the repeated 'f' sound.  


The rhyming scheme of this poem follows an ABBA pattern which is repeated until 


the end, where it finishes with a rhyming couplet.  This creates a sense of finality at 


the end, leaving an eerie atmosphere as the reference to death imagery provokes the 


reader to feel on edge, in response to the woman who is 'among the silvery dead'.  


The poem is structured in one compact stanza, which could reflect the stout 


appearance of the woman, and the sentences that protrude out from the stanza could 


represent her rolls of 'fat'.  'Car Showroom', similarly, is also structured in one stanza, 


however the lines are shorter in the middle of the poem, at which point the writer 


uses enjambment, the running of the words onto different lines to introduce the 


change in viewpoint to the first person, as if the reader is enfering a new part of the 


poem which is more personal.  The second half of the poem mirrors the first, both 


referring to looking out of a 'window', creating a connection. 


Overall both poems describe an experience of worklife, from completely different 


jobs, each using appropriate imagery to depict the repulsiveness of being a fish-seller 


(in the case of Brian Morris' poem), and the monotonous nature of a repetitive job of 


an automobile salesperson (in Holden's poem).  Both poems depict the lives of 


salespeople, but also shows the difference between their jobs, which are dependent 


on what they are selling, which creates an interesting, yet extremely clever contrast.  



Sticky Note

More assured on the mood of the second poem, well-supported commentary.



Highlight



Sticky Note

The alliteration is no doubt deliberate, but does it really create a repellent image?



Sticky Note

Look again at this paragraph. An understanding of 'Structure', for an examiner, means how the ideas in a poem are organised, where the twists and turns in the ideas happen and what effect they have.  How much of this paragraph do you think was rewarded?  Can you rewrite it for more marks? 



Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  a clear, often insightful and probing analysis of the ideas in both poems and how they are conveyed.  The comparison is thoughtful and wide-ranging, although some sections are less focused and convincing.  17 marks
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6. Both of the poems 'In Cardigan Market' and 'Car Showroom' explore different roles in


the world of work, describing two people during their jobs.  In 'In Cardigan Market' the


speaker describes a fish trader and a typical day in her life, whereas the speak in


'Car Showroom' talks about an 'automobile' salesman, and reflects on how the


subject of the poem reminds him of himself.


The title 'In Cardigan Market' sets the scene of the poem, at a market place, and the 


speaker invites the reader to join them in observing 'Auntie Jane Fish'.  Similarly the 


heading 'Car Showroom' also succinctly describes the setting, however we have no 


idea where exactly the showroom is, whereas the first title gives us the additional 


clue of 'In Cardigan', which sets a more welcoming tone to the reader. 


'In Cardigan Market' tells the story of a 'rawboned, fat, toothless, fifteen stone' 


woman, instantly setting a negative atmosphere by the use of repulsive adjectives 


with unpleasant connotations.  However, this also adds comedic value as the subject 


of the poem appears to be an amusing character that the reader can laugh at.  We 


are told that she 'stinks of fish', and this use of senses adds to the vivid, putrid 


description of her appearance, building her up to be a more three dimensional 


character.  The personification of her 'flesh' which 'drips female sweat', contributes to 


the disgusting image already in the reader's mind.  In comparison to this, the subject 


of 'Car Showroom' appears to be a lot more pleasant, as he is described using 


tripling as a 'well-groomed sallow young man', which sets a positive atmosphere, 


which is very refreshing compared to the first poem.  However, as the poem 


progresses, it becomes evident that this poem also portrays the theme of jobs and 


work as a rather tedious one as Holden refers to 'the façade of his smile', which 


connotes the idea of being false, as if the man is concealing his true feelings, which 


are far from the 'cheerful' attitude he exudes and the manner in which he conducts 


himself.  The tedious nature of his job is also emphasised by his constant actions and 







fidgeting 'pacing the tiles, patting his tie, knotting, un-knotting', which reflects the 


actions of someone who is impatient to escape and be released from their situation, 


also possibly implying that this is the last place on earth where he wants to be.  This 


is the last place on earth where he wants to be.  This is also reflected by how the 


speaker observes 'he was so bad at the job', which undermines the reader's 


expectations, contrasting to the opening mood of the poem, and the negative 


associations with the word 'failed' implements a sense of disappointment and the 


atmosphere shifts to a rather defeated one.  


Dark, violent imagery is used in 'In Cardigan Market' to add to the repulsive 


atmosphere, as 'vulgar', 'vicious', 'ancient' and 'black' are used to describe the fish 


that the lady sells, provoking the reader to want to avoid this lady, presenting her as 


almost a witch who is selling spoilt, or wicked goods.  The way the writer declares her 


to be 'richly alive among the silvery dead', implying the idea that she feeds off death 


and darkness, and that she has a greed for it, and it only makes her stronger and 


more powerful.  Conversely, the second poem uses rather subdued languages 


referring to 'piety', which implies innocence and a sense of good behavior, which is 


also suggested by the 'cowed, polite kid'.  The title of respect 'Ma'am' and 'Sir' are 


also used to set a more dignified, refined mood and atmosphere, with a greater 


sense of decorum and propriety than the first poem. 


Both poems include a time reference, in Morris's poem the woman sells her fish 


'Daily', which suggests her everlasting presence, and also creates a foreboding mood 


and ominous atmosphere as it could suggest that she is always there, and cannot be 


escaped.  However, Holden's reference to time at the start of the poem 'Day after 


day', serves to further emphasise the monotony of the working day, and presents the 


man's job as very boring, and the lack of adventurous vocabulary also contributes to 


the dull atmosphere.  The writer also uses the stylistic technique of pathetic fallacy to 


reiterate the doom and gloom that accompanies the job of a salesman, as she refers 







to 'the rain' which was 'gray' and 'wet', and by referring to miserable weather, this 


also reflects the misery of the 'polite kid in his tie and badge'. 


In the first poem, there is also an element of fear as the woman's 'voice cuts', 


provoking the reader to shy away from this image, and her 'phosphorescent flesh' 


serves to repell them further, emphasised by the repeated 'f' sound.  


The rhyming scheme of this poem follows an ABBA pattern which is repeated until 


the end, where it finishes with a rhyming couplet.  This creates a sense of finality at 


the end, leaving an eerie atmosphere as the reference to death imagery provokes the 


reader to feel on edge, in response to the woman who is 'among the silvery dead'.  


The poem is structured in one compact stanza, which could reflect the stout 


appearance of the woman, and the sentences that protrude out from the stanza could 


represent her rolls of 'fat'.  'Car Showroom', similarly, is also structured in one stanza, 


however the lines are shorter in the middle of the poem, at which point the writer 


uses enjambment, the running of the words onto different lines to introduce the 


change in viewpoint to the first person, as if the reader is enfering a new part of the 


poem which is more personal.  The second half of the poem mirrors the first, both 


referring to looking out of a 'window', creating a connection. 


Overall both poems describe an experience of worklife, from completely different 


jobs, each using appropriate imagery to depict the repulsiveness of being a fish-seller 


(in the case of Brian Morris' poem), and the monotonous nature of a repetitive job of 


an automobile salesperson (in Holden's poem).  Both poems depict the lives of 


salespeople, but also shows the difference between their jobs, which are dependent 


on what they are selling, which creates an interesting, yet extremely clever contrast.  





		Blank Page

		Blank Page






1a) At the start of the extract Steinbeck presents the character of George as a quick-


thinker as when he realises that Curley's wife is dead, despite his exclamation of 'Oh Jesus 


Christ!' he makes a speedy recovery and acts fast, immediately getting 'down on his knees 


beside her'. His methodical approach to checking to make sure she was dead is 


demonstrated by the declarative sentence 'He put his hand over her heart', and reflects his 


calm, measured attitude towards the bad news.  


George's character is also presented as rather distant, as he removes all emotion 


from his face- 'his face was had and tight as wood, and his eyes were hard'. This presents 


him as quite cold, and implies that he is almost resigned to the fact that Lennie has killed 


Curley's wife, and has already accepted it. He looked 'coldly' at Candy, and this adverb 


suggests that he has put up a protective façade or sheild to try to hide the fact that he is 


affected by the incident. However, his true feelings are exposed as he admits in defeat 


'hopelessly' that 'I should of knew, even stating 'I guess maybe way back in my head I did', 


which also suggests that he already had an idea of the events that would occur, presenting 


his as perceptive and also emphasising his relationship with Lennie as he knows him well. 


It is evident that George cares deeply for Lennie as he hesitates, demonstrated by 


the use of ellipsis, 'Guess ... we gotta tell the ... guys', which implies that he doesn't want to 


'lock' Lennie up. His concern for Lennie shines through 'Why the poor bastard'd starve', 


which shows he cares for his well-being. The fact that he 'was a long time in answering' 


before he admits that 'We can't let him get away', suggests that his real feelings want to 


allow Lennie to escape. 


George is also presented as a defeated as he speaks 'softly', and his dedication to 


Lennie is shown at the end of the extract as he says 'sharply' that 'I ain't gonna let ' em hurt 


Lennie', and this dialogue attribution shows how defensive he is of his friend, even when 


Lennie is clearly in the wrong, which also portrays him as loyal. 


George's insistence that 'Lennie never done it in meanness' could suggest his denial 


of the gravity of the incident that has occured, yet he is not delusional and realises that 'they 


ain't no way out'. He moves on from the event quickly, rapidly forming a plan, which reflects 


his intelligence. He orders Candy 'Now you listen', and his use of an imperative shows that 


he knows how to assert his power. 



Sticky Note

The candidate gets straight into the extract.  How many different points about George's speech and behaviour are made in this first paragraph?  How many are supported by direct references to the  detail in the extract?Do you agree with the what the candidate says about George?  Could there be other ways to interpret his actions here?



Sticky Note

This candidate scored very highly on this question.  Look at the response so far.  What do you think the candidate is doing here that impressed the examiner?



Sticky Note

What do you think the examiner rewarded in this sentence? The candidate's ability to identify an adverb?  The quality of the observation about George?



Sticky Note

Some candidates wrote that George's strangely detached behaviour here shows that he is profoundly stunned or shocked.  Others said they thought George felt guilty.  Are they right or is this candidate right? How might you show a variety of possible interpretations in a response?  



Sticky Note

The candidate can see George being pulled in different directions at this point in the extract and the examiner rewarded this perceptive point. 



Highlight



Sticky Note

The candidate could perhaps have made more of this subtle point before moving to the more obvious one about George's loyalty.  What other evidence is there that George feels 'resigned' here? 



Sticky Note

A very strong paragraph.  The examiner rewarded:the perceptiveness of the ideasthe range of detailed pointsthe careful selection of supporting references.







Overall, George is portrayed in this extract as a faithful friend to Lennie, yet he knows 


his character well enough to understand what he has done. He understands the gravity and 


consequences of Lennie's actions, and is able to formulate a plan, demonstrating his ability 


to think on his feet, also implying his intelligent, sharp nature. 



Sticky Note

A thoughtful overview of George's frame of mind here.



Sticky Note

Examiner comment: The response is concise, packed with perceptive commentary on George's thoughts and feelings here. There is a strong overview at the end and a sustained focus on how the writer uses language to reveal the subtleties of the way the character reacts throughout the extract.Mark: 10
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UNIT ONE HIGHER TIER MARKING SCHEME  
 


SECTION A 
 


Q.1 Of Mice and Men 
 


 (a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question: 
 


Look closely at the way George speaks and behaves here.  What does it reveal about 
his character?                   [10]  


 


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (50%) and A02 (50%). 
 


0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 
 


1 mark  Brief responses, with simple comments about what George says.   
 


2-4 marks  Answers will tend towards reorganisation, with some identification of 
George’s bitter realisation of the consequences of Lennie’s actions, 
perhaps, for 3-4.    
 


5-7 marks  Some discussion of George’s growing sadness and resignation on 
discovering the body may be given, with some grasp of how it is 
conveyed.  For 6-7 answers will be typified by sustained discussion of 
different aspects of George’s and how they are shown here.  His 
hopelessness and resigned defence of Lennie’s character may feature. 
There may be some personal response. 
   


8-10 marks  Answers will be assured, evaluative and analytical. Candidates will 
confidently explore the presentation of George here. Detailed reference 
to George’s reactions to the discovery of the body will be tracked with 
insight and with reference to the writer’s technique and the specific 
language used to convey his different reactions.  References in support 
of ideas will be given, such as ‘his face was as hard and tight as wood’, 
the way he ‘tried to reassure himself’ or the way his resolve to kill 
Lennie is signalled.  The presentation of his character here may evoke 
some sympathy or admiration. 


 


 (b) Show how John Steinbeck uses the character of Lennie to highlight some aspects of 
American society in the 1930s.                              [20] 


 


This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 
 


0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 
 


1-4 marks  Simple awareness of some aspects of the character, such as his 
dependence on George.   
 


5-9 marks  Answers will be dependent on simple, general narrative, with some 
discussion of the effect of contextual factors, such as how Lennie’s 
character is affected by his treatment by others as a mentally disabled 
man for 8-9.  Some relevant events, such as his fight with Curley, may 
be referred to. 
  


10-14 marks  Answers may still be narrative driven, but will show more relevant 
selection of events to show an understanding of the character.  
Lennie’s mental disability and its effect on his status on the ranch and 
how this is presented may be discussed, or his dependence on George 
in a difficult social climate for disabled people. There will be some 
understanding of how the social, cultural and historical context of 1930s 
USA affects him, perhaps in reference to his lack of understanding of 
social situations and how this affects his life, such as the incident in 
Weed. For 13-14, answers will be more thorough, with consistent 
discussion of important features of Lennie’s character, such as his 
vulnerability or innocence in a macho world and how it is revealed. 
 


15-20 marks  Answers will be cogent and astute, with assured use of relevant detail.  
There will be a confident exploration of the impact of the presentation of 
Lennie, including some details of salient events and relationships and 
the times he lives in.  An evaluative approach is expected for 18-20, 
with a confident exploration of the nuances of the characterisation and 
the impact of his society on Lennie. 


   


  Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives.  
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 (c) ‘Real friendship is impossible in the grim world John Steinbeck creates in 
Of Mice and Men.’  To what extent do you agree with this statement?  
Remember to refer to the novel’s social, historical and cultural context in 
your answer.                                  [20] 


 
 This question covers assessment objectives A01 (33%) and A04 (67%). 


 
0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks  Simple, general narrative, showing a basic awareness of 


some of the characters in the novel. 
 


5-9 marks  Answers will be general and narrative with some focus and 
discussion of friendships or potential friendships with some 
simple justification. There may be some awareness of how 
the characters’ lives reflect wider society in 1930s America 
and how this might influence their ability or otherwise to form 
friendships. 
 


10-14 marks  Answers will still be dependent on narrative but with more 
detailed reference to key events and characters, with some 
reflection of what might constitute a ‘real’ friendship in the 
novel.  For 13-14, there will be more focused discussion of 
how friendships between people are affected by the harsh 
conditions of the Depression or the inequalities of the time. 
Specific reference will be made to the way particular 
friendships are portrayed, such as George’s relationship with 
Lennie or the growing friendship between Slim and George.  
Candidates may argue in favour of the statement, showing 
how potential friendships between characters are affected by 
distrust, racial discrimination or sexism. 
 


15-20 marks  Answers will be evaluative and assured, showing a clear 
appreciation of how Steinbeck shapes our understanding of 
characters and the influence of contextual factors on them.  A 
perceptive reading of the novel to show a considered 
response to the significance of friendships, failed friendships 
or doomed freindships, perhaps. For 18-20, the analysis will 
be cogent, with a cohesive thread of ideas which are well-
supported by detailed reference to the text.   
 


  Please look for, and reward, valid alternatives. 
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3. To Kill a Mockingbird


 Answer part (a) and either part (b) or part (c).


 You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (a), and about 40 minutes on part (b) or 
part (c).


 (a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


  Look closely at how Atticus and Jem speak and behave here. What does it reveal about 
their relationship? [10]


 Either,


 (b) How is the character of Scout used to criticise the society she grows up in? In your 
answer you should refer to events in To Kill a Mockingbird and its social, historical and 
cultural context. [20]


 Or,


 (c) Why do you think Harper Lee gave her novel the title To Kill a Mockingbird? In your answer 
you should refer to events in the novel and its social, historical and cultural context.  [20]
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(3a) This extract is found just after Mrs Dubose's death around the middle of the novel. 


This extract is important as it shows Jem and the reader what real courage is and 


how you never truly understand someone under you consider things from their point 


of view. 


The relationship between Jem and Atticus is very respectful.  This is clear when Jem 


addresses Atticus as "sir".  This is a very formal way of addressing someone and 


clearly shows Jem respects Atticus.  It shows Jem looks up to him and admires his 


father. 


Atticus knows what's best for Jem and said he would have "made you go read to her 


anyway".  This shows Atticus' caring nature and how he wants to pass this onto his 


son.  By saying "read to her" it makes me think of a parent reading to a child.  This 


could show how Atticus wants to pass on his parental tendencies to Jem so in the 


future he can care for others like Atticus does.  


Atticus is very understanding father when Jem says "hell-devil, Atticus does not 


scorn him like what another parent might do, but instead embraces him in his arms.  


The quote "Jem buried his face in Atticus's shirt front" shows this.  This demonstrates 


that Atticus' priority is to guide and care for his children rather than discipline them.  


By saying Jem "buried" his face it shows how Atticus will protect Jem to the best of 


his ability.  Atticus stands up "in a flash" to go and comfort him.  Despite his old age 


he tends to Jem in a "flash" which shows his immediate thought to comfort and care 


for his child. 



Sticky Note

Clear overview of the main focus of the extract.  Not just a summary of content or location of it in the novel.  Shows secure grasp of what this specific extract reveals about Atticus and Jem. 



Sticky Note

Lacks some specific focus on the extract here - Jem often calls Atticus 'Sir', not just here - but the idea of respect is relevant.



Highlight



Sticky Note

Direct reference to the detail with some interpretation of it offered.



Sticky Note

Is this the most convincing interpretation of Atticus' reasons for making Jem read to Mrs Dubose? How might the comment on the reference be improved?



Highlight



Sticky Note

Clearly a relevant idea in this extract.  Look at the candidate's selection of detail from the extract.  Is it the best supporting reference?  Is the explanation given developed?  Rewrite the paragraph to improve both these aspects.



Highlight



Sticky Note

Is this true and is that what this detail from the extract really shows?  What other explanations might there be for the way Atticus reacts here?



Sticky Note

Very sound and thoughtful point here.  Nice focus on the writer's use of language and quite a sensitive interpretation of what it reveals.







Finally, Atticus is a teacher to Jem.  He says "I wanted you to see what real courage 


is".  Atticus is aware that many children see a courageous hero as a "man with a gun 


in his hand".  Atticus is teaching Jem that courage can come in various shapes and 


forms rather than just how well you can defend yourself.  He describes courage as 


when you know you're licked before you begin but you begin anyway".  This shows 


how courage can mean determination and a will to do right.  It could also relate to 


how Atticus accepting Tom Robinson's case and how he knew he was "licked" before 


he began, but he took the case anyway as it was the right thing to do.  This shows 


how Atticus is a righteous man and is making his best efforts to make his children 


stand out and be the best people they can. 



Highlight



Sticky Note

The candidate has organised the response thoughtfully - the first section discusses what is revealed about Atticus as a parent, the second as a teacher.  There is more than line-by-line commentary here.



Sticky Note

Relevant use of wider knowledge of the text.  The discussion is anchored firmly in the language of the extract but shows an understanding of wider 'lessons' Atticus is trying to teach his son here.



Sticky Note

Summarises the candidate's impressions of Atticus' character and parenting style.



Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  The response is thoughtful and well-focused.  Comments are sensible and often well-supported by detailed reference to the text, though not always precisely selected and some ideas lack development.  7 marks



Sticky Note

How might the response have been improved?Look again at the question asked.  Does the response address it thoroughly?  What aspects are not really covered?  Can any part of the response be omitted without losing marks?Rewrite the response addressing the question more thoroughly.  Think more about Jem and about what you learn about their relationship here which is new or different. Leave out any comments which you think won't get





		Blank Page










3 








(3a) This extract is found just after Mrs Dubose's death around the middle of the novel. 


This extract is important as it shows Jem and the reader what real courage is and 


how you never truly understand someone under you consider things from their point 


of view. 


The relationship between Jem and Atticus is very respectful.  This is clear when Jem 


addresses Atticus as "sir".  This is a very formal way of addressing someone and 


clearly shows Jem respects Atticus.  It shows Jem looks up to him and admires his 


father. 


Atticus knows what's best for Jem and said he would have "made you go read to her 


anyway".  This shows Atticus' caring nature and how he wants to pass this onto his 


son.  By saying "read to her" it makes me think of a parent reading to a child.  This 


could show how Atticus wants to pass on his parental tendencies to Jem so in the 


future he can care for others like Atticus does.  


Atticus is very understanding father when Jem says "hell-devil, Atticus does not 


scorn him like what another parent might do, but instead embraces him in his arms.  


The quote "Jem buried his face in Atticus's shirt front" shows this.  This demonstrates 


that Atticus' priority is to guide and care for his children rather than discipline them.  


By saying Jem "buried" his face it shows how Atticus will protect Jem to the best of 


his ability.  Atticus stands up "in a flash" to go and comfort him.  Despite his old age 


he tends to Jem in a "flash" which shows his immediate thought to comfort and care 


for his child. 







Finally, Atticus is a teacher to Jem.  He says "I wanted you to see what real courage 


is".  Atticus is aware that many children see a courageous hero as a "man with a gun 


in his hand".  Atticus is teaching Jem that courage can come in various shapes and 


forms rather than just how well you can defend yourself.  He describes courage as 


when you know you're licked before you begin but you begin anyway".  This shows 


how courage can mean determination and a will to do right.  It could also relate to 


how Atticus accepting Tom Robinson's case and how he knew he was "licked" before 


he began, but he took the case anyway as it was the right thing to do.  This shows 


how Atticus is a righteous man and is making his best efforts to make his children 


stand out and be the best people they can. 
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6 In the poem 'In Cardigan Market' the woman selling the fish is firstly described in a 


heavily negative way being described as "fat, toothless" and as having a voice that 


"cuts the market din like a saw on a nail".  which gives me the impression of a person 


who I would not buy anything from let alone something as spoilable and crucial that it 


is fresh as fish.  She is even described as stinking "enough to change the colour of 


light" which is an exaduration that gives me the impression of an unbearable stench. 


however, later on in the poem she is described as selling "vulgar herring" "vicious 


eel" and lobsters "black from the creel".  Which gives me the impression that she is 


very successful at the job that she does if she is able to sell such fish with extremely 


negative descriptions associated with them.  Which heavily contrasts the first few 


lines about how unpleasant that she is to be around. 


And finally, she is describes as being "richly alive among the silvery dead" which 


implies that she is so very alive and full of life, energy and passion for the job that 


she does despite the fact that such an unpleasant job to do.  And it refers to the fish 


around her as the "silvery dead" contrasting how full of life she is.  Which makes me 


feel like she is even more filled with life than one would imagine for such an 


unpleasant job. 


In the poem "Car Showroom" a young man who works in a car showroom is 


described, he is showed to be seeming as if "he had been waiting for me" and as 


having the "unchanging weather of a billboard" which implies that he is always the 


same as if he would be anxiously awaiting a customer to actually buy one of the cars. 



Sticky Note

Selects apt and detailed references to make sensible points about the presentation of the woman.  



Sticky Note

Probes the subtext - sees beyond the surface description to the ideas beneath.Could be better supported, perhaps, and more developed.  What does the poet really think about this woman and how does he convey that?



Sticky Note

Engages thoughtfully with a key line in the poem.  Comments on language and effects quite productively.There is understanding of the ideas in the poem and some supporting references.  More could be said for AO2 - the use of language and images to create effects. Look again at the striking images in the poem and add another paragraph of discussion and precise quotations.







He is also described as "knotting, un-knotting the façade of his smile" and in 


particular, the word façade implies to me that his smile is fake and simply something 


he has put on to do his job, similar to his tie.  And this makes me feel like the car 


salesman does not enjoy the job that he does if his smiling is only an act or a 


"façade" to his true emotions. 


Secondly, the car salesman in this poem is described as calling "[the writer] sir" and 


"saying Ma'am to [the writer's] wife" this gives me the impression of faked politeness 


in the form of formal titles.  Which in my opinion, is similar to the smile that he had in 


the sense that it is only a "façade" and far from genuine.  


These poems have several similarities and differences between them, for starters, a 


difference between these two poems is how the writer gives off the impression of 


what the person having their job described feels towards their job.  For example, in 


the poem "In Cardigan Market" it is evident about what the writer is attempting to 


make the reader feel about the woman portrayed.  She is described as having such a 


horrible job, having to deal with "vicious eel" and be surrounded by "silvery dead" and 


yet she is still "richly alive" having a reputation enough to be called "auntie Jane Fish" 


because she is notorious for selling fish and being joyful about it.  This heavily 


contrasts the way that the essentially anonymous car salesman is portrayed in the 


poem "car showroom".  As in the poem "Car Showroom" the salesman is portrayed 


as uninteresting and bland overall, as well as only seeming happy and smiling for the 


customers opposed to genuinely feeling that emotion.  Also the anonymity of this 


salesperson "Grey" shows me that maybe he must not be very good at his job which 


is also explicitly backed up by the line "he was so bad at his job".  These two poems 


contrast heavily in that aspect. 



Sticky Note

Nice technique here: insightful comments, focused on the central portrayal of the young man, with carefully selected references to support.



Sticky Note

Key idea in the poem identified and discussed with some confidence.



Sticky Note

Building a thoughtful discussion of key ideas and images in the poem.



Sticky Note

Probes the idea of faking and insincerity.



Sticky Note

Chooses a very sensible focus for comparing ideas, expresses it clearly.



Sticky Note

Sound grasp of the poem's portrayal of the woman.



Sticky Note

Compares attitudes in the two people portrayed quite thoughtfully.







These two poems are similar in the aspect of the goods which are being sold in each 


poem.  An example of this is how in the poem "In Cardigan Market" the goods that 


are being sold by the salesperson who's job is in question, the goods are negative 


and described as being rather negative by way of describing the various types of fish 


such as "vulgar herring" and "vicious eel".  This is a similarity that this poem shares 


with the poem "Car Showroom" in the sense that the cars that "Grey" is described as 


selling, are coupled with the adjective placid to make them "placid automobiles" 


which gives me the impression of a dull, bland, uninteresting, and overall negative 


car.  This is similar to the poem "In Cardigan Market" in that aspect. 



Sticky Note

Perhaps a less substantial link between the poems to end but a valid discussion.



Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  a thoughtful and thorough response.  Sound understanding of the key ideas in both poems, some focused comparison.     14 marks



Sticky Note

While the poems are clearly understood, the response would have been awarded higher marks if there was more probing of language and imagery for AO2 and some comparison of how the poets covey their ideas as well as what those ideas are.  Choose 2 interesting ways in which language is used in each poem and write about how they convey each poet's ideas.  See if you can begin to compare these different methods used by the poets in your comments.
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1a) At the start of the extract Steinbeck presents the character of George as a quick-


thinker as when he realises that Curley's wife is dead, despite his exclamation of 'Oh Jesus 


Christ!' he makes a speedy recovery and acts fast, immediately getting 'down on his knees 


beside her'. His methodical approach to checking to make sure she was dead is 


demonstrated by the declarative sentence 'He put his hand over her heart', and reflects his 


calm, measured attitude towards the bad news.  


George's character is also presented as rather distant, as he removes all emotion 


from his face- 'his face was had and tight as wood, and his eyes were hard'. This presents 


him as quite cold, and implies that he is almost resigned to the fact that Lennie has killed 


Curley's wife, and has already accepted it. He looked 'coldly' at Candy, and this adverb 


suggests that he has put up a protective façade or sheild to try to hide the fact that he is 


affected by the incident. However, his true feelings are exposed as he admits in defeat 


'hopelessly' that 'I should of knew, even stating 'I guess maybe way back in my head I did', 


which also suggests that he already had an idea of the events that would occur, presenting 


his as perceptive and also emphasising his relationship with Lennie as he knows him well. 


It is evident that George cares deeply for Lennie as he hesitates, demonstrated by 


the use of ellipsis, 'Guess ... we gotta tell the ... guys', which implies that he doesn't want to 


'lock' Lennie up. His concern for Lennie shines through 'Why the poor bastard'd starve', 


which shows he cares for his well-being. The fact that he 'was a long time in answering' 


before he admits that 'We can't let him get away', suggests that his real feelings want to 


allow Lennie to escape. 


George is also presented as a defeated as he speaks 'softly', and his dedication to 


Lennie is shown at the end of the extract as he says 'sharply' that 'I ain't gonna let ' em hurt 


Lennie', and this dialogue attribution shows how defensive he is of his friend, even when 


Lennie is clearly in the wrong, which also portrays him as loyal. 


George's insistence that 'Lennie never done it in meanness' could suggest his denial 


of the gravity of the incident that has occured, yet he is not delusional and realises that 'they 


ain't no way out'. He moves on from the event quickly, rapidly forming a plan, which reflects 


his intelligence. He orders Candy 'Now you listen', and his use of an imperative shows that 


he knows how to assert his power. 







Overall, George is portrayed in this extract as a faithful friend to Lennie, yet he knows 


his character well enough to understand what he has done. He understands the gravity and 


consequences of Lennie's actions, and is able to formulate a plan, demonstrating his ability 


to think on his feet, also implying his intelligent, sharp nature. 
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In Cardigan Market


Auntie Jane Fish, they call her.  She is rough,
Rawboned, fat, toothless, fifteen stone of grin
And grumble. Her voice cuts the market din
Like a saw on a nail. She stinks enough
Of fish to change the colour of the light.
Her phosphorescent flesh’s steaming glow
Drips female sweat and friendship. Traders know
Men come for miles and buy from morn till night.
Daily she sells the princely salmon, trout,
The vulgar herring and the vicious eel
With ancient eyes, lobsters black from the creel,
All fresh, all caught before the stars went out.
All day she squats here, nodding her big head, 
Richly alive among the silvery dead.


Brian Morris


Car Showroom


Day after day, along with his placid 
automobiles, that well-groomed 
sallow young man had been waiting for 
me, as in the cheerful, unchanging 
weather of a billboard – pacing 
the tiles, patting his tie, knotting, un-
knotting the façade of his smile 
while staring out the window.
He was so bad at the job 
he reminded me of myself 
the summer I failed
at selling Time and Life 
in New Jersey.
Even though I was a boy 
I could feel someone else’s voice 
crawl out of my mouth, 
spoiling every word, 
like this cowed, polite kid in his tie 
and badge that said Greg, 
saying Ma’am to my wife, calling 
me Sir, retailing the air with such piety 
I had to find anything out the window.  
Maybe the rain. It was gray 
and as honestly wet as ever. Something 
we could both believe.


Jonathan Holden


(4201-02)
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SECTION B


Spend about 1 hour on this section. Think carefully about the poems before you write your answer.


Both poets describe people who are doing their jobs.


6. Write about both poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and how they 
are different.


 You may write about each poem separately and then compare them, or make comparisons 
where appropriate in your answer as a whole. [20]
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6 In the poem 'In Cardigan Market' the woman selling the fish is firstly described in a 


heavily negative way being described as "fat, toothless" and as having a voice that 


"cuts the market din like a saw on a nail".  which gives me the impression of a person 


who I would not buy anything from let alone something as spoilable and crucial that it 


is fresh as fish.  She is even described as stinking "enough to change the colour of 


light" which is an exaduration that gives me the impression of an unbearable stench. 


however, later on in the poem she is described as selling "vulgar herring" "vicious 


eel" and lobsters "black from the creel".  Which gives me the impression that she is 


very successful at the job that she does if she is able to sell such fish with extremely 


negative descriptions associated with them.  Which heavily contrasts the first few 


lines about how unpleasant that she is to be around. 


And finally, she is describes as being "richly alive among the silvery dead" which 


implies that she is so very alive and full of life, energy and passion for the job that 


she does despite the fact that such an unpleasant job to do.  And it refers to the fish 


around her as the "silvery dead" contrasting how full of life she is.  Which makes me 


feel like she is even more filled with life than one would imagine for such an 


unpleasant job. 


In the poem "Car Showroom" a young man who works in a car showroom is 


described, he is showed to be seeming as if "he had been waiting for me" and as 


having the "unchanging weather of a billboard" which implies that he is always the 


same as if he would be anxiously awaiting a customer to actually buy one of the cars. 







He is also described as "knotting, un-knotting the façade of his smile" and in 


particular, the word façade implies to me that his smile is fake and simply something 


he has put on to do his job, similar to his tie.  And this makes me feel like the car 


salesman does not enjoy the job that he does if his smiling is only an act or a 


"façade" to his true emotions. 


Secondly, the car salesman in this poem is described as calling "[the writer] sir" and 


"saying Ma'am to [the writer's] wife" this gives me the impression of faked politeness 


in the form of formal titles.  Which in my opinion, is similar to the smile that he had in 


the sense that it is only a "façade" and far from genuine.  


These poems have several similarities and differences between them, for starters, a 


difference between these two poems is how the writer gives off the impression of 


what the person having their job described feels towards their job.  For example, in 


the poem "In Cardigan Market" it is evident about what the writer is attempting to 


make the reader feel about the woman portrayed.  She is described as having such a 


horrible job, having to deal with "vicious eel" and be surrounded by "silvery dead" and 


yet she is still "richly alive" having a reputation enough to be called "auntie Jane Fish" 


because she is notorious for selling fish and being joyful about it.  This heavily 


contrasts the way that the essentially anonymous car salesman is portrayed in the 


poem "car showroom".  As in the poem "Car Showroom" the salesman is portrayed 


as uninteresting and bland overall, as well as only seeming happy and smiling for the 


customers opposed to genuinely feeling that emotion.  Also the anonymity of this 


salesperson "Grey" shows me that maybe he must not be very good at his job which 


is also explicitly backed up by the line "he was so bad at his job".  These two poems 


contrast heavily in that aspect. 







These two poems are similar in the aspect of the goods which are being sold in each 


poem.  An example of this is how in the poem "In Cardigan Market" the goods that 


are being sold by the salesperson who's job is in question, the goods are negative 


and described as being rather negative by way of describing the various types of fish 


such as "vulgar herring" and "vicious eel".  This is a similarity that this poem shares 


with the poem "Car Showroom" in the sense that the cars that "Grey" is described as 


selling, are coupled with the adjective placid to make them "placid automobiles" 


which gives me the impression of a dull, bland, uninteresting, and overall negative 


car.  This is similar to the poem "In Cardigan Market" in that aspect. 
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SECTION B 
 
Both poets describe people who are doing their jobs. 
 
Q.6 In Cardigan Market by Brian Morris and Car Showroom by Jonathan Holden 
 
 Write about the poems and their effect on you. Show how they are similar and how 


they are different.  
 
 You may write about each poem separately and then compare them, or make 


comparisons where appropriate in your answer as a whole.           [20] 
 
This question covers assessment objectives A01 (25%), A02 (25%) and A03 (50%) 


 
0 marks  Nothing worthy of credit. 


 
1-4 marks  
 


Mostly simple, general comments on the poems.  The response will 
probably be brief, with simple, basic points of comparison about 
content, such as both poets’ description of people doing their jobs. 
 


5-9 marks  There may be awareness of some of the ideas in the poems, such as 
the affection or admiration in the portrait of the woman in the first 
poem and the disgust felt by the poet towards the car salesman in 
the second. There may be some selection of detail to support general 
points about the way the characters are portrayed in different ways. 
 


10-14 marks  Focused use of the details in the poems and thoughtful discussion of 
the way the poets describe the different characters in the poems.  
Candidates may note the warmth and humour in the portrayal of the 
fish seller and the cynicism exposed in the attitude of the salesman.  
The poet’s deliberate use of rather unpleasant details in the Morris 
poem may be compared with the mundane details in the Holden 
poem which convey a sense of the falseness of the salesman.  
 


15-20 marks  An assured analysis of both poems and perceptive probing of 
subtext.  In the first poem, the way the simple fish seller is portrayed 
as much more noble and elevated than her apparent status may be 
noted and the juxtaposition of superficially unpleasant characteristics 
to create quite an admirable figure may be explored.  In the second, 
the ambiguity of the poet’s attitude towards the salesman may be 
discussed with some reference to the ‘façade’ created by the false 
friendliness and respect he exudes and the slight sense of empathy 
or pity conveyed by the poet’s use of a personal anecdote. There will 
be a clear appreciation of how both poets use language and imagery 
to achieve specific effects, such as Morris’s use of imagery to 
recreate the market scene vividly or the way that the insincerity of a 
salesman is described as if ‘someone else’s voice/crawl out of my 
mouth.’ Confident links and comparisons will be made, with subtlety 
and range, and an awareness of ambiguity and possible 
interpretations, for 18-20. 


 
 
 
Please note that the Foundation Tier poems are entitled This Morning I Could Do A Thousand 
Things and In Your Absence. If you notice that a candidate has answered on these poems, please 
contact the Appointees section as you have a Foundation Tier script. 
  












3c I think that the title 'To Kill a Mockingbird' comes from the fact that two of the 


impactful characters are metaphorical 'mockingbirds' These characters are Boo 


Radley and Tom Robinson, and a lot of the events in the novel are based off of their 


actions. 


Despite all the stories and beliefs of the children Boo Radley doesn't actually do 


anything wrong; all he does is give them gifts. In the beginning of the novel, Boo 


gives Jem and Scout gifts such as gum in a hole in the tree outside his house. At the 


end of the novel, Boo saves their lives by killing Bob Ewell. These actions relate to 


what Mrs Maudie said, 'mockingbirds do nothing but sing and make others happy', as 


Boo makes the children and others happy, without doing any wrong. 


Tom Robinson is also a mockingbird for similar reasons, as he didn't rape Mayella 


Ewell or beat her up, he didn't do anything bad. He actually helped her multiple 


times, showing that he also only made people happy. However, to most of Maycomb, 


Tom is not a mockingbird due to the act that he is black and in the 1930s, when the 


book was set, black people were stereotyped as being bad. 


Towards the beginning of the novel, Atticus tells Jem and Scout, 'shoot all the 


bluejays you want if you can hit them, but it's a sin to kill a mockingbird. Atticus is the 


embodiment of this quote because he believes that Tom is a mockingbird, and he 


defends him as best as he can. Atticus talks about not being able to live with himself 


if he didn't attempt to defend Tom, which shows that it would've been a sin, which 


contrasts society's views in the South of America in the 1930s. This is clear as many 


people call Atticus a 'nigger lover'. 


A similar situation occurs for Boo Radley. He gets defended by two people; Atticus 


and Heck Tate. Atticus tells Jem and Scout to 'stop tormenting that man' implying 


that he has done nothing wrong and doesn't deserve to be tormented. Heck Tate 


defends Boo after he killed Bob Ewell by saying that 'Bob fell on his own knife'. This 


shows that Heck doesn't want Boo to have to go to jail because he was protecting 


Scout and Jem, and it would be a sin. 








(4201-02)


2


SECTION A


1. Of Mice and Men


 Answer part (a) and either part (b) or part (c).


 You are advised to spend about 20 minutes on part (a), and about 40 minutes on part (b) or 
part (c).


 (a) Read the extract on the opposite page. Then answer the following question:


  Look closely at the way George speaks and behaves here. What does it reveal about his 
character? [10]


 Either,


 (b) Show how John Steinbeck uses the character of Lennie to highlight some aspects of 
American society in the 1930s. [20]


 Or,


 (c) ‘Real friendship is impossible in the grim world John Steinbeck creates in Of Mice and 
Men.’ To what extent do you agree with this statement? Remember to refer to the social, 
historical and cultural context of the novel in your answer. [20]
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3c I think that the title 'To Kill a Mockingbird' comes from the fact that two of the 


impactful characters are metaphorical 'mockingbirds' These characters are Boo 


Radley and Tom Robinson, and a lot of the events in the novel are based off of their 


actions. 


Despite all the stories and beliefs of the children Boo Radley doesn't actually do 


anything wrong; all he does is give them gifts. In the beginning of the novel, Boo 


gives Jem and Scout gifts such as gum in a hole in the tree outside his house. At the 


end of the novel, Boo saves their lives by killing Bob Ewell. These actions relate to 


what Mrs Maudie said, 'mockingbirds do nothing but sing and make others happy', as 


Boo makes the children and others happy, without doing any wrong. 


Tom Robinson is also a mockingbird for similar reasons, as he didn't rape Mayella 


Ewell or beat her up, he didn't do anything bad. He actually helped her multiple 


times, showing that he also only made people happy. However, to most of Maycomb, 


Tom is not a mockingbird due to the act that he is black and in the 1930s, when the 


book was set, black people were stereotyped as being bad. 


Towards the beginning of the novel, Atticus tells Jem and Scout, 'shoot all the 


bluejays you want if you can hit them, but it's a sin to kill a mockingbird. Atticus is the 


embodiment of this quote because he believes that Tom is a mockingbird, and he 


defends him as best as he can. Atticus talks about not being able to live with himself 


if he didn't attempt to defend Tom, which shows that it would've been a sin, which 


contrasts society's views in the South of America in the 1930s. This is clear as many 


people call Atticus a 'nigger lover'. 


A similar situation occurs for Boo Radley. He gets defended by two people; Atticus 


and Heck Tate. Atticus tells Jem and Scout to 'stop tormenting that man' implying 


that he has done nothing wrong and doesn't deserve to be tormented. Heck Tate 


defends Boo after he killed Bob Ewell by saying that 'Bob fell on his own knife'. This 


shows that Heck doesn't want Boo to have to go to jail because he was protecting 


Scout and Jem, and it would be a sin. 



Sticky Note

Straightforward introduction.  Selection is apt although doesn't discuss what might be the characteristics of a 'mockingbird'. What ideas could you include here about the significance of the 'mockingbird' symbol?  



Sticky Note

Justifies the selection of Boo as a 'mockingbird' and gives some details about his actions in the novel.  Selects one very apt quotation.



Sticky Note

Simple but relevant reference to context.



Sticky Note

Adds discussion of Atticus as a potential 'mockingbird' and another brief reference to context.  



Sticky Note

Some awareness of how ideas about justice and innocence are involved in the 'mockingbird' symbol.



Sticky Note

Examiner comment:  Some relevant selection of characters and events, brief references to context. 'Mockingbird' idea implicitly understood.  Lacks thoroughness of coverage and consideration of the effects of context.



Sticky Note

Context is only briefly mentioned in this response and yet the 'mockingbird' idea depends on an understanding of the prejudice of the time and its impact on characters.  Rewrite the section on either Boo Radley or Tom Robinson to show how contextual factors made them 'mockingbird' figures. This response could easily have been a 14 or 15 if enough discussion and detail had been given to flesh out the bare bones given here. In your rewrite, include specific references to two or three events and significant relationships which support your ideas. Explain how they illustrate the character's 'mockingbird' status. 











